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Palmerston North

Monday, Wednesday & Friday

1.30 pm Wednesday 11th September at
The Quakers Hall, 227 College St, West End
Programme to be advised
Remember to bring your $2 for the lucky draw YOU may get to take home a Prize
Please stay and have refreshments with us after the meeting

SENIORNET COMMITTEE 2019
Vice President: Reg. Romans -358 8519
Secretary: David Illingworth - 354 8623
Committee: Val Yeoman 357 9576
iPad Learning Group Monthly Meeting

Past President: Chrissy Thompson - 354 9761
Treasurer: Marie Start
-356 2268
Committee: John Gibsone - 022 355 2500
Next Meeting 4 September

iPad User Group meets at 1.30pm on the first Wednesday of the month.
There will be a $3 fee.
Contact: Mike Lawrence Phone 323 2456
Android Interest Group
Chrissy Thompson will show the Group her latest Android phone
and demonstrate some of its capabilities.
SeniorNet Rooms on Wednesday 18 September at 1:30 pm (cost $3 only).

Report from our SeniorNet Committee:
Your Committee has resolved to advise members that we will be seeking to change the name of
our SeniorNet Club at the next AGM. In view of the fact that we are now committed to serving
the wider community than just Palmerston North City, we propose that the club be known as
SeniorNet Manawatu Inc., replacing our current name of SeniorNet Palmerston North Inc.
The Committee welcomes any feedback between now and when this remit will be submitted to the
2020 AGM. This idea has already been floated with the National body, and they see no
objections. However, we wish to ensure that the membership can make an input into this decision.
David Illingworth Secretary
Photographic Group:
The next meeting of the Photo Group is on Monday 9th September.
Please meet in Main Street, outside the Warehouse, at 9.30 AM.
From there we will car pool for a visit to Foxton Beach.
New members are very welcome.

Janet Peek 356 8433

Technical Help Clinic There are times when you have a technical or settings problem
with the operation of your computer, tablet or smart phone. This is where our Help Clinic can
be of assistance. Whether your device is running Windows or Android.
If we are unable to help, we will try to point you towards someone who can.
John Gibsone runs the Clinic on Wednesday mornings from 10.30 am.
30 minute slots are allocated —book an appointment at the office.

Thoughts from the Vice President – August 2019.
Things are moving – slowly - but moving I think.
We are looking at trialing a new venue for the September Members Day – hopefully this trail works
well for us. More information on this will follow.
We are trying to get our minds around what information we need to collect (i.e. booking &
attending courses, workshops, interest groups along with member details) and how to collect what
we now think is necessary. How this information could be recorded or filed. How this is accessed and
used. Some of this information is needed by the NZ SeniorNet Federation to handle government
department discussions.
All of this may have quite some bearing on if, how, where we run an office. There are other
aspects to consider on the office viability / need.
It was decided at the last committee meeting that we need to have another Zoom internet web
based meeting in attempt to clarify its thinking on this and other venue based concerns.
As I think I have said previously and will, no doubt, be saying again in the future, no decision is
permanent really all these sorts of things are a work in progress.
I do appreciate the effort that my fellow committee members are doing to find some answers to
some if not all of our queries / concerns – Thanks. I do hope that they don’t find to many more
questions to be resolved though.
Reg Romans Phones - home 06 3588519, cell 027 279 5179
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What is this 5G all about?
Now that Vodafone has announced availability of 5G by the end of the year what
exactly does that mean for you and me? The promise then is that once all 5G
components are operational we’ll need no wire, cable, coaxial or fibre, to supply our
communications or entertainment services to our mobile devices or fixed systems such as
security, HDTV or smart appliances and that also includes your autonomous car when it
comes.
It is a colossal step forward in speed of transmission, but requires a lot of new
infrastructure to make it work. However, the current 4G transmission scheme is rapidly
becoming unsustainable and it looks like it is happening faster than the experts thought.
With a lot of money is being invested all over, the world in 5G infrastructure improvements, but
Vodafone says that it will not cost subscribers more, at least not to start with. They will have to
convince us that 5G can provide previously impossible services that our present 4G cannot and that
we badly want.
A bit of history: There never really was a 1G, but Japan’s first generation of mobile networks was
launched in 1979 and in 1983, the US approved the first 1G operations. The second generation was
launched under the GSM standard in Finland in 1991. {GSM= Global System for Mobile communications]. The speed of 2G was around 9.6kbit/s gradually being increased of up to 500kbits/s. Then came
3G in 2001 making international roaming services a reality and it was 4 times faster than 2G. Network
capability was about to be stretched like never before.
4G came out of Scandinavia with Sweden and Norway in 2009 and introduced gradually throughout the
world making speed of up to 1gigabit/s possible for gaming, HD videos and business conferencing.
However, now the mobile devices supporting 4G had to be designed accordingly. This is still the
standard in most parts of the world but coverage is not universal, some UK residents can only access 4G
networks 53% of the time.
One might wonder why we are hell-bent on 5G when 4G
coverage is so low in some places and it is down to ‘IoT’ [or Internet of Things] that 5G became necessary with the vision of
millions, even billions, of connected devices sharing data
seamlessly across the world. IoT will have data move out of server
centres and into so-called edge devices such as Wi-Fi enabled appliances like fridges, washing
machines, vacuums, climate control systems, cars and much else.
The existing 3G and 4G networks cannot support such a network because the 4G has a latency between 40ms and 60ms and that is too slow for real-time responses for e.g. autonomous cars which will
require instantaneous reactions to situations on the road.
[Latency typically refers to delays in transmitting data on computer networks and may be referred to as
High Latency, meaning long delays, or Low Latency, meaning almost instantaneous transfer].
Continued on next page 
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 There is one more item worthy of note and that is that the 5G that Vodafone is preparing to use is
the 3.5 GHz frequency band which is a high frequency band and this makes it a bit tricky because high
frequency signals do not travel far, so it is likely that that the cellular networks will require more
transmitters operating with denser cells using lower power. Expect to see loads of new smaller cell
towers almost as lampposts along the street.

In our brave new world we can see forward to being connected to everything and everyone, be careful
what you wish for. Meanwhile enjoy your 4G connectivity.
from Kapiti SeniorNet

Phone 06 358 6907 - Palmerston North

Lightbulb Lecture on Travel:
If you attended our Lightbulb Lecture on Travel Planning - thank you
for attending. If you have any comments on this session, please let us know.
Here are some links to the websites that we discussed:
Trello - project management tool: https://trello.com/
Tripit - travel itinerary and trip planner: https://www.tripit.com
Trip Advisor – things to do: https://www.tripadvisor.co.nz

AirBnB – Accommodation options: https://www.airbnb.co.nz
Press Reader at the Library: Press Reader at P.N. Library:
https://login.ezpalmerstonnorth.kotui.org.nz/login?url=http://www.pressreader.com/
Moreover, if you're in Galway and want a pizza: https://www.thedoughbros.ie/
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Iconic Kiwis
Relive the greatest Kiwi hits with iconic NZ artists like
Marian Burns, Suzanne Lynch, Pat Urlich, Karl Perigo,
and introducing Tainui Kuru!
Wednesday 18 September 11am
Venue: New Life Church, 590 Featherston Street.

If you have a Google account or Gmail address then you also have access to 15GB of free cloud storage
from Google (Google Drive). Along with the free storage comes a set of free office-style applications,
which are a great alternative to other office products.
We have developed a new workshop covering the use of Google’s Drive cloud storage and the programs
that come with this storage. The programs include Docs (word processing), Sheets (spreadsheet), and
Slides (slide presentations). The workshop will show you how to manage and utilise the storage, and
how to use the associated programs.
The workshop will be held on three successive Thursday afternoons
commencing on 26 September at 1:30 pm and finishing at 3:30 pm.
Prerequisites: The only requirement is that you have a Google account/Gmail address.
The workshop will cost $50. Class notes will be provided.
Please contact John Gibsone to register for the workshop, or if you have any questions:
john.gibsone@gmail.com

Phone: 022 355 2500
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